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Washington, Jan. 13, 1875.
To the Senate of this United states:.

I have the honor to mafce (be following
answer to a Senate resolution of the 8th
Inst., asking for information as to any inter-
ference by any military officer or any part or
the army of the United States with the organizationor proceedings ot the General Assemblyof the State of Louisiana or either branch
thereof, and aiso inquiring in regard to the existenceof armed organizations in that State hostile
to the government thereof and intent on over*
turning such government by Jorce.
To say that lawlessness, turbulence, and bloodshedhave characterized the political affairs of

that State since its organization under the reconstructionacts is only to repeat what lias become
well knewn »s a part ff its unhappy history. But
ft ia&y be proper here to refer to the election of
1868, by which the republican vote of the State,
through lraud and violence, wub reduoed to a few
thousands, and lo the bloody riots of 1806 ana 1868,
to show that the disorders there are not^due^to any
recent causes or to any late action of the federal
authorities.

In undisguised conspiracy.

Preparatory to the election of 1872 a shameful
and undisguised conspiracy was formed to carry
that election against the republicans without re-

gard to law or right, and to that end tne most

glaring trauds and forgeries were committed In the
returns after many colored citizens had been
denied registration and others deterred by near
from casting their ballots. When the time
came for a final canvass of the votes in
view of the foregoing facts William r. Kellogg,
the republican candidate for Governor,
brought suit upon the euuity Bide of the United
States Circuit Court for Louisiana and against
Warmoth and others who had obtained possession
of the returns of the election, representing that
several thousand voters of the State had been deprivedof tne elective franchise on account of their
color, and praying that steps might be tafcen to
have Bald votes counted, and for general relier.
To enable the Court to inquire as to the truth of

the allegations a temporary restraining order wa«
Issued against the defendants which was at once

wholly disregarded and treated with contempt by
tnose to whom It was directed. Tnese proceedingshave been widely denounced as an unwarrantableinterference by the federal judiciary with
ttoe election of State officers, but It is to be rememberedthat, by the Fifteenth amendment to tho
constitution of the United States, the political
equality of colored citizens Is secured, and, nnder
the second section or that amendment, provided
that Congress shall have Dower to enforce its uro-

visions by appropriate legislation.
AM ACT BRCUaiNO COLORED SUFFRAGE.

An act was passed on tbe Slst of May, 1870, and
amended in 1871, (be object of wnich was to preventtbe denial or abridgment of tbe suffrage to
citizens on account ol race, color, or previous conditionof servitude, and it bus necn beld by all tbe
federal judges before whom tbe question bas
arisen, including Justice Strong, of the Supreme
Court, tbat tbe protection afforded by this amendmentand these acts extends to State as well as
otber elections; and tbat it is tbe duty of tbe
federal courts to enlorce the provisions of
tbe constitution 01 tbe United States and tbe laws
passed in pursuance thereof is too clear to admit
«f controversy.

Section 16 of the said act, after numerous provisionstherein to prevent an evasion of tee Fifteenthamendment, provides tbat tbe Jurisdiction
of the Circuit Court of tue United States shall extendto all cases In law or equity arising under the
provisions of said act and ol tbe act amendatory
thereof. Congress seems to have contemplated
equitable as well as legal proceedings to prevent
the denial of suffrage to colored citizens, and It
may be asserted that If Kellogg's bill in tbe
above named case did not present a case
(Or tbe eqnltable interposition of the Court
that no sucb case can arise under the act.
That the conrts of tbe Dnlled Mates have tbe
right to lnteriero In various ways with State electionsso as to maintain political equality and rich is
therein, irrespective of race or color, Is comparativelya new, and to some It seems to be a

startling Idea. But It results as clearly from tne Fifteenthamendment to the constitution and tbe sots
that have been passed to enlorce tbat amendment
as the abrogation of State luws upsetting slavery,results from tbe Thirteenth amendment to
the constitution. White the jurisdiction of the court
in the case of Kellogg vs. Warmoth and others is

clear to my mind, It seems that some.of ihe.ordcrs
made by tbe Judge in that and the kindred case
ai Intninn wprn llli'cr.il ltiit. wtltlft thpv nr* an lin!H

aud considered it is nut to be forgotten ihat the
mandate or His Court had been contemptouously
defied, and they were made while wild
scenes ol anarchy were sweeping away all
restraint of law and order. Doubting the
Judge of tills Coart made grave mistakes; bnt
the law allows him great latitude, not only
In punishing those who condemn his orders
and injunctions, but in preventing the consummation01 the wrong, wmcli he has judicially forbidden.

HIS BXCai.l.KNOT'S OPINION.
Whatever may be said or thought of those mattersIt was only made known to me that the processof the United States Court was resisted, and,

as said acts especially provide lor tti» use or tho
army and navy when necessary to enforce judicial

, process arising thereunder, 1 considered it my duty
' to see that such process was executed according

to the Judgment of the Court. Resulting from
these proceedings, through various controversies
and complications, a state administration was organizedwith William P. Kellogg as Governor,
which, In the discharge of my duty under section
4, article 4 ol the constitution, I have recognized
M tne government or the State.

It has been bitterly and persistently alleged that
Keliogg was not lia^ied. Whpihet tie wsq a* no^

NEW TOI
U not altogether certain, nor la it any more certainthat Ins competitor McEnery was chosen.
The election was a gigantic fraud, and there are
no reliable returns or its result
Kellogg obtained possession of the omoe. and in

my opinion has more right to it than hu competitor.
THE URKAT CRIME 80 CALLED.

On the 20th ol February. 1873, the Committee on

Privileges and Elections of the Senate made a reportlu which ttiey say they were satisfied by testimonythat manipulation of the election machineryby Warmoth and others was equivalent to 20,000
votes, and they add that to recoguize the McEnery
government, would be recognizing a government
based upon fraud in deilance of the wishes anu
Intention of the voters of the State, assuming
the correctness of the statements in this report,
auil they seem to have been generally accepted
by the country.
The great crime In Louisiana abont which so

much bus been said, is, that one Is holding the
office of Governor who was cheated out of 20,ooo
votes, against another wnot>e title to the office
la, undoubtedly, based on fmud and In do-
fiance of the wishes and intentions of the voters
of the State. Misinformed and misjudging as to the
naiure and extent of this report the supporters of
McEnery proceeded to displace by force in some
counties of tlie state the appointees of Governor
Kellogg, and on tne 13th or April, in an eflort of
that kind a butchery of citizens was committed
at Colfax which in bloodtuirstiness and barbarity
is hardly surpassed by any acts of savage warfare.

A NUMBER OP NBOBOES KILLED.
To put this matter bevond controversy I quote

from the charge of Judge Woods, ol the United
States Circuit Court, to the jary in the case of the
United States vs. Crutkshank and others, in New
Orleans, m March, 1874. He said, "In the case on
trial there are many facts not In controversy. 1
proceed to state some of them In the presence and
hearing of counsel on both sides, and if
1 state an a conceded fact any matter that Is dla-
puted they ran correct me." Alter stating the
origin of the difficulty which grew out of an at-
tempt of white persons to drive the pariah judge
and sheriff appointees of Kellogg from office, and
their attempted protection by colored persons,
which led to some fighting. In wiiich quite
a number of nesrroes were killed, the
Judge states:."Most of those who were
not killed were taken prisoners. Fifteen or
sixteen of the blacks had lilted the boards and
taken refuge under the floor of the Court House
They were all captured. About thirty-seven men
were taken prisoners.the number is not definitely
fixed. They were kept under gnard until dark.
They were led out two by two and Bhot; most of
the men were shot to death, a few were wounded,
not mortally, and, by pretending to be dead, wer-e
alterward, during the night, utile to make their
escape. Among them was the Levi Nelson, named
in the Indictment. (

The dead bodies of the negroes killed In this
affair were left unburled until Tuesday, April 15,
when they were buried by a deputy marsual and
an officer of the mllltla rrom New Orleans.
These persona found fifty-nine bodies. They

showea pistol shot wounds, the (treat majority in
the head, and the rest of them in the back of the
head.
In addition to the llfty-nlne dead bodies some

charred remains of dead bodies were discovered
near the conrt house. Six dead bodies were found
under a warehouse, all shot in the head; but pjje 9c
iWo were shot tn the breadt. tbic onfyAvuttS man
Injured irom the beginning or these troubles
to their close was Hadnot Harris, The
Court House and its contents were entirely
consumed. There Is no evidence that any
one in the crowd of whites bore any lawful
warrant for the arrest oif any of the blacks. There
is no cvideuce that either Nash or Cazabot after 1
the affair ever demanded the offices to which
tlicy had set up claim; but the Register continued
to act as the parish judge ana Shaw as Sheriff.

"BLOODY AND MONSTROUS CRIME."
These are the facta in this case as I

understand them to ba admitted. To hold
the people of Louisiana generally responsible
(or these atrocities would not be just, but It is a
lamentable fact tt.f* insuperable obstructions
were thrown in the way of punishing these mor-
derers and the so-called conservative papers of
the State not only justified the massacre but denouncedas federal tyranny and despotism
the attempt of the United States officers
to bring them to Justice. Fierce denunclaitlons ring through tbe country about officeholdingand election matters in Louisiana,
wliile every one of tbe Colfax miscreants goes un!whipped of justice, and no nay can be fonnd in
this boasted land of civilization and Christianity
to punish the perpetrators ol this bloody and
monstrous crime.

THE COUSITATTA MASSACRE.
Not unlike this was the massacre of August last,

Several Northern young men or capital and enter-
prise had started in the little and nourishing
town of Coushatta. Some of them were republicansand olllce-holders under Kellogg.
They were, therefore, doomed to death. Six of
them were secured and carried away from their
homes and killed in cold blood. No one has been
punished, and the conservative press of tbe State
denounced all efforts to that end and ooidly
jumaed the crime. Many murders of Uke
character have been committed in Individual
cases which cannot he re be detailed. For
example, 8. S. Crawford and Judge P. H.
Harris, District Attorney oi tbe Twelith Judi,clal district of the State, on their way to
court, were shot Irom their horses by men in ambustion tbe 8th of October, 1873, and the widow of
tbe former, in a communication to the Depart-
ment of Justice, tells a piteous tale of the persecutionsof her husband oecause he was a Union man.
and of the efforts made to screeii thoso
who had committed a crime which, to use
her language, "lert two widows and nine orphans
desolate." To say that the murder of a negro or
white citizen was not considered a crime iu
Louisiana would probably lie unjust to a great
part of tbe people, but it 19 true that a great num-
ber or such murders have Deen committed, and no
one has been punl&hcd thereior, and maniiestlr,
as to them, a spirit of hatred and violence Is
stronger than law.

A PICTURE IN DARK COLORS.
Representations were made to me that

the presence of troops In Louisiana- was
unnecessary and Irritating to the people,
and that there was no danger of public
disturbance if they were taken away. Consequently,early in last summer tbe troops were all
withdrawn from the state with the exception oi a
mail garrison at New Orleans barracks. It was

claimed that a comparative state of qalet had
supervened, l'olitical excitement as to Louisiana
affairs seemed to be dying ont, but the November
election wan approaching and It was necessary
fOr party purposes that the (tame should be rekui-
died. Accordingly, on the nth or September, D.
O. Penn. claiming mat he was elected Liontonam
Oovemorln 1872, issued an inflammatory proclamationcalling upon the militia of the state to arm,
assemble auJ drive iroin power the usurpers, as

be designated toe officers of the state.
I'Ue White Leagues armed ami. ready ror the

conflict, promptly responded, on the same day
the Governor made a formal requisition upon me,
pursuant to the act of 1705, auU section 4, article
4 of the constitution, to aid in suppressing domes-
tic violence, on the next day I issued my procia-
matlon commanding the insurgents to dls-
perse within Ave days from the date
thereof, but before the proclamation was published
In New Orleans the organized and armed forces
recognizing a usurping Governor bad taken
forcible possession of the State House, and temporarilysubverted the government. Twenty or
more people were killed, including a number of
the police of the city.
The streets of the cltj were stained with blood.

All that was desired In the way of excitement had
been accomplished, and In view ot the steps taken
to repress it toe revolution was apparently,
though, It Is nellcved, not really, abandoned, and
the cry of federal usurpation and tyranny in
Louisiana was renewed with redoubled energy.
Troops had been sent to the State nnder this requisitionof the Governor, and m other disturbancesseemed imminent they were allowed to remainthere to render the Kxecative snch aid as
might become necesaary to enforce the laws of
Utf suae Mid. r<Mjr«M tUa continued violence

IK HERALD, THURSDAY,
which seemed Inevitable the moment federal supportshould be withdrawn.

THE WU1TB I.BAWK8.
Prior to and with a view to the late election in

Louisiana white men associated themselves togetherin armed bodies, called "White Leagues,''
and at the same time statements were made In
tue democratic Journals of the State that the electionshould be agaiust the republicans at all
hazards, which very naturally greatly alarmed the
colored voters.

lly section 8 of the act of February 28,1871, It 18
made the duty oi United states marshals and their
deputies ut the polls where votes Are cast lor representativesin Congress, to keep the peace,
and prevent any violations of the so-

called Enforcement acts and other offences
against the laws ol the United states; and upon a

requisition of the Marshal of Louisiana, and In
lew of said armed organizations aud other portentouscircumstance.-1, I cansed dctucUmeuls of

troops to be stationed In various localities In the
State to aid him In the performance of his offlolal
duties. That there was intimidation of republican
voters at the election, notwithstanding these precautions,admits or no doubt. The following are
specimens of the mea^p used:.

INTIMIDATION EVIDENCE.
On the 14th of October eighty persons signed and

published the following at Shreveport:.
"We, tho undersigned, merchants of the city of

Shrevenort. in obedience to a reuuest of thn

Shreveport Campaign Club, agree to use every
endeavor to get our employes to vote the people's
ticket at tbe ensuing election, and in the event or
their refusal so lo do, or In case they vote
the radical ticket, to reiuse to employ them
at tbe expiration of their present contracts."
On the same day another large body of persons

published in the same place a paper in which thoy
used the following language:.
"We, the undersigned, merchants of the city of

Shreveport, alive to the great Importance of se-
cutlnc good and honest government to the State,
do agree and pledge ourselves no: «o advance any
supplies or money to any planter the coming year
who will give employment or rent lands to la-
borers who vote the radical ticket lu the coming
election."

THE RETUllNINO BOARD JUSTIFIED.
I nave no information of the proceedings of the

Keturning Board for said election which may not
be found In its report which has been published,
but It is a matter of puMic Information that a
great part of the time taken to canvass the votes
was consumed by the argument of lawyers, severalof whom represented each party before the
Board. 1 have no evidence that the proceedings
of this Board were not In accordance with the
law under which they acted. Whether In excludingfrom the count certain returns they were
right or wrong is a question that depends upon
the evidence they had before them. But It is
very clear that the law gives them the power, if
they choose to exercise It, of deciding that way,
and primd facie the persons whom they return -as
elected are entitled to the offices for which they
were candidates.

THE STORY OP THE OrTRAQE.
Respecting the alleged interference by the militarywith the organization of the Legislature of

Louisiana on the 4th lust., 1 have no knowledge or
Information which has not been received by
me since that time and published; my
first information. was from the papers of
the niqrnlng of the 5th or January. I did not
know that any such thing was anticipated, and no
orders or suggestions were ever given to any
military e&e&'r in that Mate prior to the occurrcnce.I am well aware that any military intej>
ference by the officers or troops of the Darted
States with tne organization of a State Legislatureor any of Its proceedings, or with any civil
department of the government, is repugnant to
our Ideas of government. I can conceive of no
case not involving rebellion or insurrection whero
such Interference by authority of the general governmentought to be permitted or can be justified.
But there are circumstances connected with the
legislative imbroglio In Louisiana which seem to
exempt the military from any intentional wrong
in thai matter, knowing that they had been placed
In Louisiana to prevent domesttc violence ana aid in
the enforcement 01 trie State laws. Tbe officers
and troops or tae United states may well have
supposed that It was their duty to act vrhen called
upon by the Governor for that purpose. Each
branch of the Legislative Assembly is the judge of
tbe election and qualifications of Us own memhers;but if another body of unautiiortzed personaseize and hold the Legislative Hall
in a tumultuous and riotous manner,
and so prevent any organization by those
legally returned as elected, if might be the duty of
the State Executive to interlere If required by a
majority 01 the members elect to suppress the dis-
turbances and enable the persons elected to or-
ganize the House. Any exercise of this power
would only be juBtiflaole under most extraordinarycirca instances, and It wonld then be the
duty of the Governor to call upon the constabulary,or, if necessary, the military iorce or the
State. But wits reference to Louisiana
it Is to be borne in mind that any attempt by the
Governor to u*e the ponce force of that State at
this time would have undoubtedly hastened a conflictwith the White League, as it did on the 14th
or September. There is no doubt but that the
presence of the United States troops upon that occasionprevented bloodshed and the loss or lire,
lioth parties appear to nave relied upon them as
conservators of the public peace. The first call
was made by the democrats to remove persons
obnoxious <o them from the Legislative Hall, and
tbe second was irom the republicans to remove
persons who bad usurped seats in the Legislature
without legal certificates authorizing them to
seats, ana In sufficient number to change
the majority. Nobody was disturbed by the
military who had. a legal right at that
time to occupy a seat In the Legislature. That the
democratic minority or the House undertooR to
seize its organization by iraud and violence; that
lu this attempt they trampled under toot law; that
they undertook to make persons not returned as
elected, members, so as to create a majority; that
they acted under a preconcerted plan and under
false pretences introduced into the Hall a body or
men to support their pretentions by force, ir
necessary, and that conflict, disorder and
riotous proceedings followed, are facts
that seem to be well established, and
1 am credibly Informed that these violentproceedings were a part or a premeditatedplan to have tbe House organized In this
way, recognize what hxs neon called the MiEnery
Seriate, then to depose Governor Kellogg, and so
revolutionize the State government. Whether it
was wrong for the Governor, at the request or a
majority or the members returned as elected to
the House, to use such means as were In his power
to defeat those lawless and revolutlonarv
proceedings is, perhaps, a debatable question;
but. It Is quite certain that there would have been
no trouble if they who now complain or illegal
lntcrrerence had allowed the House to be organ-
lzed in a lawful and regular manner. When
tnose who inaugurated disorder and anarchy
disavow harsh proceedings It will be time
enough to condemn tliose who hy such means as
they have prevent the success or their lawless
and desperate schemes. Lteutenaut Oeneral
Sheridan was requested by me to go to Louisiana
to observe uud report the situation there,
and II. In his opinion necessary, to assume
the command, which he did 011 the 4th
inst. after the legislative disturbances had occurred.at nine o'clocic at night, a number of
hours alter the disturbance.

SM Kill DAN VINDICATED.
No rnrty motives or prejudices can reasonably

be imputed to him; but, honestly convinced by
what he lias heard there, he has characterized the
leaders'of the "White Leagues" In severe terms,
and suggested summary modes 01 procedure
against them, which, though they cannot bo
adopted, would, it legal, soon put an end to the
troubles and disoiders in that State.
General Sheridan was loofclna at facts, and
possibly not thinking 01 proceedings which wonld
be the only proper ones to pursue in time of peace.
He thought inure ot the utterly lawless condition
ol secrecy surrounding him at the tune ol his despateh and 01 what wonld prove a sure remedy,
be never proposed to do an Illegal act, or expresseda determination to proceed beyond what
the law in the future might authorize for the punishmentof the atrocities which have been ruinmittedand the commission of wluch cannot i»o
Buccesaiully denied.

ttb It.I.Kil Al BODTOS TO BE TOI.ERATRI).
It Is a deplorable lact that political crimes

and murders have beau commuted in
Louisiana which havt gone unpunished,
and whicfi have iiecn justified or apologized for,
which must rest as a reproach upon the state nnd
country long alter the present question has passed
away. I Uuve no desire to have United States
troops interfere in the domoatlo concerns of Louisianaor any other state. On the otn of December
lust Governor Kellogg telegraphed to me bis apiwnhanjiniia that lh/t w 111 t.m Tan crn a In.

tended to make another attack upon tlie
State House, to which, on the same dar,
1 made (be following answer, since win. n
no communication haa been addressed to him:.
"Your despatch of this date just received. It la
exneedlngiv unpalatable to use troops In anticipationof danger. Let the State authorities oe right
and then proceed with their duties irtthont apprehensionor danger. If they are then molested the
queatlon will be determined whether the Halted
States 18 able to maintain law and order within Its
limit* or not." I hare deplored the necessity which
seemed to make It my duty under the constitution
and laws to direct men Interference. I have always

axcaul vUcrt tt aaama4 to bo nu
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imperative duty to act in raeh a manner under the
constitution aud laws ot the United Slates. 1 liavo
repeatedly and earnestly entreated the people of
the South to lire together in peace and obey the
laws, thereby removing all necessity for the
presence of troops among them. I regret, however,to say that thin state or things docs not
exist, nor does its existeuce seem to
be desired In some localities; and as to
those It may be proper for me to
say that to the extent that Congress
has romerred power upou me to prevent It,
nelthor Ku K.iux Klana, wnite Leagues, nor any
other association usiu,: arms and violence to executetheir unlawful purpose*, cau be permitted in
that way to govern any part of this country, nor
cau I see with indifference Union men or reuublicansostracised, persecuted aud murdered on ac-
count of their opinions, as tuey now are in some
localities.

| OOHflRKM TO BLAtfB.
1 have heretoiore urged tne case of LoutBlana

npon the attention or Congress, and 1 cannot but
tninlt that lis inaction has produced great evil.
To summarize:.In September last an armed, organizedbody oi meu in the support oi candidates
who had oeen pir In nomination lor the offices of
Governor and Lieutenant Governor at tne
November elec Ion In 18:2, and who had been declarednot elected by the Hoard of Canvassersrecoirbized by all the courts to
which the question had been submitted,
undertook to subvert and overthrow the state
government tli.it had been recognized by me in
accordance with Drevious precedents. The recoct-
nlzed governor was driven from the state
llouse, and but Tor his finding shelter In me
United States custom Houee la the capital of
the State 01 winch he was Governor it Is scarcely
to be donbted that tie would have been killed.
From the State flcusa a cal! was made In accordancewith the fourth section, fourth article
oi the constitution ol the United States for the aid
01 the general government to suppress domestic
violence. I'ndor those circumstances and In ac
cordanee with my sworn duties my proclamation
or the 151 h of September, 1874, wan Issued.
This served to reinstate Governor Kellogg
to his poi-lt.on notninally, but it cannot
be claimed that the insurgents have to ti is
day surrendered to the State authorities arms
belonging to the State, or that they nave in
any sense disarmed. On the contrary it Is known
that the same armed organizations that existed
on the 14th of September in opposition to tno
recognized state government still retain their or-
(THUtzation. equipments and commanders, and can
be called oat at'any hoar to resist the State gov-
eminent Under these circumstances the same
military force has been continued in Louisiana
as was sent there under the tlrst call, and
under the same general instructions. I reneat
that the taste assumed by the troops is not a
pleasant one to them; that the army is not composedoi lawyers, capable ol Judging at a moment's
notice jnst how far thoy can go In the maln!tenance of law and order, and that It was impossibleto give specific lnstrnctions providing
lor all possible contingencies that might
arise. The troops were bound to act
upon the judgment of the commandingofficer upon each sadden contingency that arose,
or wait instructions which could only reach them
alter the tureatened wrongs had been committed
which they were called on to prevent. It should
be recollected, too. that upon my recovrnition of
the Kellogg government I reported tho lact, witn
the ground* ol recognition, to Congress, and asked
that body to tane action in the matter, otherwise
1 should regard their silence as an acquiescence In
my course. No action has been taken by that
body, and I have maintained the position then
marked out.

If error has been committed by the army In
these matters it has always been on the side of
the-preservation of good order, the maintenance
of law and the protection ol life. Their bearing
reflects credit upon the soldiers, and if wrong has
resulted the blame Is with the turbulent elements

1 now earnestly ask mat snch action be taken byCongress as to leave my duties perfectly clear in
dealing with the affairs ol Louisiana, giving assuranceat the same tune that whatever may be
clone by that body to the premises will be executed
according to the spirit and letter of the law withoutfear or favor.

I herewith transmit copies of the documents
containing more specific Information as to iha
subject matter of the resolution. U. S. GilANT.
Executive Mansion, Jan. 13, 1870.

THE DOCUMENTS.

The documents accompanying the President's
Message are voluminous. The first is a letter
from Governor Kellogg, dated August 10 last, addressedto President Grant at Long Branch, in
which Governor Kellogg regrets to have to trouble
him again about Louisiana affairs, but the excep-
tional circumstances and the importance of the
issues involved render It nccessarv he should
make a brief statement of the situation, which he
proceeds to do, premising that Louisiana is now
the last State in the Southwest, except Mississippi,that remains true to the republican party,
lie concludes by saying:.

I rcapectir.il.r isUd earnestly suggest that If the
United States troops were returned to their posts
In this state such a course would havo a most
salutary effect, and would prevent much bloodshedand probably a formal call upon the Presidentand a renewed agitation or the Louisiana
question, which otherwise a quiet, lair election
next November would lorever set at rest, and
fully vindicate your just policy toward us.

more requests for troops.
Marshal Packard, on August 30 last, telegraphs

Attorney General Williams a request to the Secretaryof War to order a sufficient force Immediatelyto aid In the discharge of his dunes as requiredby law. The registration was about to
commence. Large bodies of armed and monntcd
white men had appeared. Through fear of them
the blacks would be unable to register or vote In
case of a conflict, which Packard regarded as imminent.
On August 30 Governor Kellogg Informs AttorneyGeneral Williams of a gross outrage, which

had just been perpetrated at Coushatta. The
presence of troops would go far to prevent violenceand bloodshed, lie said there was "an
openly avowed policy of exterminating republi-
cans."
Information is sent to Attorney General Williams

t>y Marshal Packard and District Attorney Beckwitb,dated September 10 and 13, of tbe pr ceedingsof tbe White Leagues, and urging tbc necessitylor troops to prevent murder, Ac.
On the 14th Governor Kellogg makes a requisitionon the President to take measures to put

down the domestic violence and insurrection then
prevailing.
Numerous telegrams are sent to the Attorney

General by Marshal Packard and others, asserting
that armed mobs were reported all over New
Orleans, Leaguers are much more formidable than
is supposed, Ac.

LIFE *4A PRECIOUS ARTICIA"
The Mayor of St. Pranclsville telegraphs September19 to tbe Attorney General
The timely arrival of federal troops has saved

the lives of uuoffending republicans. We look
confidently to tbe loyal North lor the support
which tney have so generonslv extended the
weak, and hope the protection of the government
will continue until the elections are over. Life is
dear to us and we cannot risk an article so preciouswhen surrounded by murderous White
Leaguers.

TROOPS, TROOPS, TROOPS.
Mr. Packard, November L requests a post to

be established at Natchitoches, and General Emory
be ordered to place a company of troops there.
October 10, S. U. Packard, chairman or the

State Central Committee, and Governor Kellogg,
Messrs. Durcll, Casey, Sypher and Morey address
a telegram to Attorney General Williams, saying:.
We nave authentic Information that systematic

violence and intimidation will be practised toward
republican voterg on tue day ol election at three
or lour points In this State, and we earnestly requestthat General Emorv be Instructed to send
troops to Franklin, St. Mary's parish; Napoleon;vil.e, Assumption parish, and Moreauvllle, Avoyellespariah. Governor kciiokst wiii lurutsn (mm*
portauon to these points without cost to tbc govieminent.

WHITE LEint'K PrRPOSKS.
On December o Governor Kcllong telegraphed

President Grant
Information reaches rue that the White League

especially tliat porttou occupied by the Treasurer
ui the state. The organization is very numerous
and well armed, and tne state forces now availableare not snfflcieut to resist succe«sindy any
movement they may muKe. With a view of Dreiventing such an attempt and the bloodshed which
would be likely to result should an insurgont body
(tain possession of the State House tu dispersing
them, I respectfully request that a detachment of
United States troops be atatl ued In that portion
of the St. Louis hotel which is not used for any of
the state offices, where they wtll bo readily availableto prevent any snch insurrectionary movementas thai contemplated.

VIOI.ENCB TfTREATENKD.
Kx-Oovernor Wells, President of the State ReturningHoard, telegraphed to the TrcsUent December10th
The members or the Hoard are being publicly

ana privately threatened with violence, and an
attack upon the tttat» House.wtucu Is likely to
result in bloodshed.is also threatened. By requestof the Board I respectfully ask that a detachmentof troops be stationed in the state
House so that the deliberations and final action of
tho Board may b#fre« from intimidation and violence.

PMOITTFNINO TtlR HRfJROFfl.
The United States Commissioner for Shreveport,A. B. Levtsa, glTea a full statement of tne

condition <4 uwatrs in North Lonlalaaa, referring

PLE SHEET,
to an alleged scheme to expel from the country
the republican leaders, and then to frighten tbe
negroes into acquiescence with their wishes; and
charging that tho whites were driving the freed-
men from their homes, naked and pcunilasa, to
endtrre the severities of winter us best they might.
The negroes are cheated of tneir rights and have
no redress with the mixed juries of tue local
courta.

CONFIDENTIAL TO SnERIDAN.
The following was communicated confidentially

to General Sheridan:.
War Department. )

Wahhinoton, d. C.. l)ec. u, 1874. 1
To General P. H. Shkridan, Chicago, in.
uknih\ir.The President »eut lor me tins morning,and desires mo to say to you that he wishes

you to visit tno States of Louisiana and Miauls-
atppl, aud especially New Orleans, La., aud Vlotaburgand JacKson, Mis*., and ascertain for yourself,and for lus information, the general condition
of matters in those localities. You need not
conline your visit to the Stales of Louisiana and
Mississippi and may extend your trip to other
States, Alabama, Ac., 11 you see proper, nor need
jruu vuuuuu yuur viai» in mc ouiritjl L.OU1NI-
ana and Mississippi to tne places named.
What tho President desires is tbe
true condition or affairs and to receive
suoh suggestions from you as you may deem advisablesad judicious, inclosed herewith is an
order authorizing you to assume command of Uie
Military Division oI the South, or anv nortton o"
that division, should you see proper to do so. It
may be possible that clrcuaistances may arte©
winch would render this a proper course to pimrae.
Yon can. If you desire u, see Geaeral McDowell in
Louisville and make known to Him confidentially
the object oi your trip, but ttiis is not required of
you. Communication with lam by you is led en- }tirelr to your own Judgment. Of eour9e you can
take with you such gentlemen of your staff
as you wish, and It Is best that
the trip Hbould appear to be* .one
as rancii of pleasure as of business for tlie fact of
your mure presence in tttc localities reierre<l to
will have, It is presumed, a beneficial effect. The
President thiuks, aaU so do 1, that a trip Booth
might be agreeable to you, and that you mi«ht be
able to obtaiu a good deal oi information oo the
subject about which we desire to learn. You can
make your return by Washington and make a
verbal report, and also tniorm mo from Uue to
time oi your views and conclusions. Yours truly,
4c., W. W. BELKNAP, Secretary of War.
The following despatch authorizes tbe LieutenantGeneral to take command over tbe Military

Division of the South, should he deem it necessary
Waji Department, )Adjttant general's ohkice, >

Washington, Dec. 24. 1874 )
To Llentenant General 1'. II. sukuiuan, United
States Ainiy, Chicago, 111.:.
Hik.II in the course of the inspection and InvestIntra* the Secretary of War US directed you

to iiiuku in his communication oi this date you
should find it accessary to assume command over
the Military Division of the Booth, or any portion
thereof, the President of the United States hereby
authorizes and instructs you to take the command
accordingly, and to establish vour headquarters
at such a point as you may deem best for the interestsor the public service.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your ooedlent servant,E. D. TOWNsJKND, Adjutant General.
A copv of the above letter was furnished GeneralMcDowell, commanding the Military Division

oi the South. o;i Jaiiu.irv A. is;.v
[tbleuram.]

Headquarters Military Division)
of the Missouri, s

Chicago, III., Dec. 20, 1874. j
To General W. W. Belknap, Washington, D. C.
Vour letter has been received all right.

P. 11. fcHERfDAN, Lieuteuant General.
confidential to 9ueiuian.

headquarters army of tub united states, 1
Sr. Louis, Dec. 20, 1874. fGenkual.i have the honor to acknowledge ti e

receipt 01 your confldential communication or
December 28, with enclosures. Your obedient
servant, W. T. SHKRMAN, General.
To W. W. Belknap, Secretary oi War, Washington,D. C.

telegram from wiltz.
Next follows a telegram of Mr. Wilts to the

President, lnlorming him of his election as Speaker
of the House, and protesting against armed inter-
lerence with the Legislature.

the "banditti" despatch.
Next appear the telegrams of Sheridan, dated

January 6, addressed to the Secretary or War,
relating to terrorism, banditti, Ac.

letter from major mkrrill.
General Sherician sends to the War Department,

for Its information, a letter irom Major Merrill,
dated Shreveport, December ao. lie gives the
facts as to the probabilities of violence there, and
says:.
The three republican members declared elected

to the Legislature by the Returning Board, wno
have gone to New Orleans to take their seats, be-
yond doubt could not »Btely return here now.
Outside or the ofllcers named above there is uo
one left to do violence upon; the leading radicals
have left; I tie worry tng ana harassiug of the negroesgoes on with tittle intermission, but lately
no acts of violence to tUe person have come to my
knowledge. Such acts now are conflned to pJun!deriug them, witti or without some show of legal
form, and driving them from their homes to seek
places to live elsewhere. The conflict lor offices,
whether conducted l>.v peaceable, legal means or
violence, will stop what little legal check now
exists upon crime and wrongdoing, and will
greatly aggravate the condition of things, wbicti
is already serious enough. But I do not apprehendthat it will result in extended disorder at
present, because there is nothing leit to work
upon except the commoner orders, and partly becausethe leading White Leaguers iiave gone to
New Orleans.

SHIvRI DAN'S CATALOGUE OF lftJRDEBS*
The telegrams of General Sheridan to the Secre-

tury of War, and those from the Utter to the
lormer, heretofore published, appear la the cor-
respondence, and also the lollowing telegram:.

[TELKOBAM.]
New oklbans, Jan. 10.10:30 P. M.

Hon. W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War, Washington,1). C. :.
since the year i860 nearly thirty-five hundred

persons.a great majority or whom were colored
meu.have been killed and wounded in this state.
In 1808 the official record shows that 1,884 were
killed and wounded. From 1808 to the present
time no official investigation has been made, and
the civil authorities in all but a few cases have
been unable to arrest, convict and pnmsh the per-
petrators. Consequently, there are no correct
records to be consulted for Inlormation. There
is ample evidence, however, to show that
more than twelve hundred persons have
been killed aud Wounded during this
time on account of their political sentiments.
Frightiul massacres have occurred in the parishes
oi Bolster, Caddo, Catahoula, Saint Bernard, saint
Landry, Grant and Orleans. The general characteroi tne massacres in the above named parishes
is so well known that it is unnecessary to describe
them. The isolated cases can best oe illustrated
by the following instances, wnich 1 take from a
mass of evidonce now lying Defore me of men
killed on account of their political principles, in
Natchitoches parish the number of isolated cases
reported is thirty-three; in the parish oi Bienville
tllC 11UUI uci VI HIOU A1IIVU i-3 IUIIVJ . All UCU HITCI

parish the Isolated cases o> men killed Is thirty-
four; in Winn parish the number or isolated cases
where men were killed In Queen; in Jackson parishthe nnrnber killed Is twenty; in Cata-
honla parlsn tne number of isolated cases re-
ported where men were killed is flitjr; and
most of the couutry parishes throughout the State
will show a corresponding state of affairs. The
lollowlng statements will illustrate tne character
and kind or these outrages. On the 30th or Au-
gust, 1874, In Red River parish, six State and parishofficers, named Twltcbell, Divers, Holland,
Howell, Kdgerton and Willis, were taken, to
getner with lour negroes, under guard, to be carriedout oi the State, and were

PELIBEltATKLY MURDERED.
On the 29th of August, 1874, three uegroes were

shot and killed at iirowusvilie, just beiore the ur,rival of the United gjates troops in the parish,
Two White LeaffTierb roae dp to a nogro cabin and
called for a drink of water. Wneu the old colored
man turned to draw It they shot htm id the
back and killed nliu. The Courts were
all broken up In this district, and the
District JudRC driven out. In (he parish of Caddo.
prior to the arrival of the Unued States troop*, all
of the officers at Shreveport were compelled to
abdicate by the White League, which took possessionor the place. Among those obliged to ab!dlcate were:.Walsh, the Mayor; Rjpers, the
Sheriff; Wneaton, the Clerk or the Court; Durant,
the Recorder, and Ferguson tfnd Heniro, Administrators.Two colored men, who had given eviaeucein regard to frauds committed In the
parish, were compelled to flee lor their lives and
reached this city last night, having been smuggled
through in a cargo or cotton. In the parish or
Bossier the White Leame have attempted to rorce
the abdication of Judge Raker, the United States
Commissioner and the'Parish Judge, together
with O'Neal, tno Sheriff, and Walker, the
Clerk or the Court; and they have compelled
the parish and district courts to suspend operations.Judge Uakei slates that the White Leaguers
notified him several times that ir ne became a
candidate on the republican tlckct, or u he atjtempted to organise the republican party, he
should not live unui election. They also tried to
intimidate litin through Ills famiiv by making the
same tnreats to his wile; and, when told by him
mat he was

A UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER,
they notified him not to attempt to exercise the
functions oi his office. In but lew of the country
parishes can it be truly said that the law is
properly entorced; and in some of the parishes
the jadges have not been able to bold court lor
two years. Human lite In mis State Is held so

cheaply that when men are killed on acconnt of
political opinions the murderers are regarded
rather as her es than as criminals in the localities
where they reside aud by tup White League and
their supporters. An illustration of

THE OSTRACISM THAT 1'REVAII.S
In the State may be found in a resolution of a
White l/cague club In the parish of De Soto, which
states that they pledge themselves "under no
circumstances, after tne coming election, to employ,rent in tid to or in any other manner give aid,
coiiiiort or credit to ant man wuite or black, Wti«

3
votes against toe nominees of the white nUa*s
party." Safety lor individuals who express their
opinion id tbe isolated portion of this State hae
existed only when tliat opinion wan In favor of the
principles and party supported by tbe Ku Klux
jmd White League organizations. Oalr yesterdayJudge Myers, (tie Parian Judge of
the parish or katchltoeues, called on
ino TipQa bis arrival la this city,
and stated Uia», in order to reach here alive, lie
was obliged to leeve his Bomu by stealth and alter
nightfall and make his way to liKle Roc*, Arc.,
and come to this city by way of Memphis. He
further sta'ee that, while hie rather was lying at
tbe point of death id the same village tie was
unable to visit turn fir iear or manual nation, and
yet be la a native of the pariah and proscribed for
bia political sentiments oaty. It Is more than
probable that, tl bad government has existed la
this dUUe, It is the result ot

TUl AJtHXJ) OhQAimiriOITS
which have now crystallized into what Is called
"The White League." Instead of bod governuieLt
developing them, they have by their terrorism
prevented to a considerable extent tbe collection
of taxes, the holding of courts, me punishment or
criminals, and vitiated public sentiment by
lamitiarlEuicr it with tho scores above described.
1 am now engfiged in compiling evidence for a
detailed report upon tbe above subject, but It will
be some time before I can obtain aU tue requisite
data to eover tbe cades that have occurred
throughout the State, i will also report la due
time upon the same subject in the Slates or Arkansasand Mtsslmippi.

r. H. sueuidan, Lieutenant oeneral.
To. W. W. mci.«mat, beorotikry or War, Waahui^

ton, D. a
Here follows another despatch from General

Sheridan, already published, tut miming his intentionof aeudlng the foregoing report.
OU DESPATCHES.

General Sheridan atso sends a communication to
the Secretary of War, no sliroctare attached, illustratingthe action of the "banditti" in Louisiana la
kidnapping a member elect of the Legislature.
Next follows Sheridan's telegram to the secretary
of War, dated January 8, already published, submittinga report of affairs as they occurred la
the organization of the but* Legislature,

rill WHITE LKAUUS PLATFORM.
The documents conclude with ax tracts from

Louisiana newspapers, showing the platform of
the White League and the intentions of the organization,the following serving as a specimen
The lines most-be drawn at once, before onr opponentsare thorougnly organized, lor by this

means we will prevent many milk and elder fellowsfrom lulling into the enemy's ranks. While
the wnlte man's parly guarautees tie negro all of
his present rig tun they do not iutend that white
caroet-oaggets and renegades shall be permitted
to organise and prepare the negroes (or the comlntrcampaign. Without the assistance of these
villaius the negroes are totally Incapable of effectuallyorganizing themselves, and unless they are
previously excited and drilled one-half of them
will not come to tbo po.ls and a larire percentage
o< the remainder will vote tne white man's ticket.

COMMENT IN WASHINGTON.

Washington, Jan. 13, 18*8.
opinions on the presidents louisiana message.anattempt to mislead public sentiment.aproposed southern poltct.
That tne President's Message is an extremely

shrewd and clever document Is the unanimous

opinion here. "It takes for granted a eertain' numberof disputed points and bases a very plausible
argument upon them.'' was a romark made of it.
It is now easy to see why the President so carefullyavoided seeing any member or the New
Orleans committee. If be had committed
the imprudence of asking tb.it committee what
tbe evidence they beard proved he could
not have signed his name to this Message, for they
would have had to Inform him that.Drat, the
Returning Board, which he justifies, committed
open and clumsy frauds sufficient to vitiate all Its
proceedings; and second, that no evklcnce was

brought to them, though they constantly demandedit, showing intimidation of republican
voters at the last election, which yet the President
asserts to have existed. If he had taken tbe pains
to read tbe printed Report of the evidence in the
newspapers he conld harily have made such assertions; mucti less if be had askod thecommitleo
lor a sight of tbe complete evidence or
a brief of it, which they must have
brought home with them. "While he affects the
greatest desire to obey Congress, he Insults It
tbrongh Its commutec," was said In conversation
this evening; but the answer of a zealous upholderof the President was that Congress had cot
lntormed him that tt was about to send a committeeto Louisiana, and, as he bad no official knowledgeof such a proceeding, it was not his duty to
see tbem on their return and to took to them for
Information. Meantime people oegln to see
why it was that Mr. Hoar, who has suddenlyturned up as a devoted partisan of the
President, was so zealous to keep back the subcommittee'sreport; why a rumor was spread
that the report was "not ready," and why Mr.
Charles Foster, the chairman of tbe sub-committee,
has been besieged by Mr. Hoar and by anxious
carpet-baggers and coaxed to alter and trim and
change the pnraseology of the report, which it Is
now known m* ready on Monday and presented
to the committee on that day. Tbe matterhas been suddenly hugger-muggered,
nd Mr. Hoar enjoins secrecy and makea
mysterious remarks, and no one here knows this
evening even whether this report, the only documentgiving tbe condition of Louisiana affiilre
which rests on sworn evidence given by both
sides to tbe controversy before a competent authority,will ever see the light. As to the full tea*
timony which would enable tbe pnbltc to form Its
own conclusions, it Is now said that this will not
be printed nnder three or lour weeks. By that
time "the party" may have Invented a policy, or,
if not, tbe session will be so near Its end. that a
full discussion of the Louisiana question cannot b*
UttU.

me Message is a deliberate and very clever at*
tempt to mislead public opinion," said an astute
politician Here this evening, "and it will probably
succeed. The New Orleans committee's report,
if it ever sees the light, will come too late." This
is the general impression here to-night.
Meantime the debate in the Senate goes oir.

General Logan occupied the day and, having a
clear voice and distinct utterance, he made an
effective speech or the savage and blood-thirsty
kind. It is said that he prepared this
speech after consultation wttn the President,
while the latter was still in his early
wrath with Louisiana, and that he would not or did
not change it to conform to the milder words or
the Message, as that was changed and now stands;
but it is more probable that an agreement was
made that the mild tone of the Messatre should be
supplemented by strong words in the Senate.
Senator Tipton will speak to-morrow, and the discussionwill last a week or ten dayB and will
probably be closed by Mr. Sctiure.
The lack or confidence in the President's purposesand the belief that he may easily be led into

wild and vehement measures by his intimates it
curiously shown by the general expression or
satisfaction here that there is to be no such break
in tnc Cabinet as was rumored. One or the most
prominent democratic senators said to-day
that It gave* him the greatest satisfaction
that Mr. Fish remained, and that he should have
thought ins resignation at tils moment a gravo
public calamity, and this ieellng is general among
those on both sloes who are not vehement parti-
saus. wneiner congress win neea mo rresiaent s

request to provide him with a policy In regard to
tlic Southern states Is not certain. It is possible
that the session ma; pass over without bringing
tne taituiul to an agreement. The violence of
some 01 the carpet-baggers begins to disgust
the better class or republicans, one ol
whom, a New Fngland man, said to-day
that be would not* go into cancus It
these people were to rale and to make their demandsthe tests of party fidelity. It is said that
the Louisiana committee will report to the Donse
to-morrow, bat this is not certain. Tne snb-oomImlttee mean to have their report read; bat Mr.
Roar mny invent new delays, so aa to give the
President's Message a fair start, and allow that
to make its impression on the pnbtlo mind.
Tne Southern policy now talked of la to
make appropriations lor the pay and
subsistence or the army for tw«
years, and to revive the law which gave the
President power, In bis discretion, to declare mar»

tlal law in any Southern district. Thle, It la >up<
posed, would, ir a pretext waa given by vloleno*
or disorder, lead to the throwing out or a certalt
number or Southern electoral votea in the eleo
tlon of 1876, but whether each a scheme can fcft
carried through Congress U atjet dooMtai*


